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the maxim for practice corresponding to this law of feel-
ing is, ' Do unto others as you would that they should do
to you/

Here then, it appears, is our panacea for all diseases of
the soul; here is that passion which once conceived in
the breast is to make laws superfluous, to redeem our
nature, to make * our days bright and serene, love being
an unerring light and joy its own security.' We are to
love every human being alike. The discovery, it cannot
he concealed, seems rather an empty one. We will not
ait present enquire where are the agencies which are to
excite iu us so strange a passion : men do conceive strange
attachments; they learn, for example, to love their
country, though it seems surprising that such an ab-
straction should excite so much interest. But is not the
feeling now enjoined upon us one plainly impossible
because self-contradictory ? There exist men of opposite
qualities. Love is a name we give to a feeling aroused
in us by certain qualities, and hatred is the feeling aroused
by qualities of the opposite kind. How then is it possible
to love at the same time persons of opposite qualities ?

Obvious and forcible as this objection seems, there is
something in us which rebels against it as soon as it is
stated. Manifest as it may seem that we can only love
what is lovely, and that what is hateful must, in the nature
of things, be hated, we are yet, aware that practically our
feelings towards our fellow-creatures are more complex.
It is not merely that almost all-men have qualities we
can love even when the hateful qualities preponderate,
nor merely that we are conscious how our self-interest
makes many things hateful to us which are not hateful in
themselves and would not be so to us if our self-love